
      Vicar’s Report 
 
This past Sunday in our historic service, we learned much about the tradition of which we are a part—as we travelled 
back to the beginnings of the Book of Common Prayer and the Anglican faith.  We saw clearly some of the ideals and sac-
rifices of our forebears.  (Special thanks to Karen Halbersleben for her historical insights.)  I certainly felt a strong con-
nection with those who have gone before.   
 
But not only those who have gone before: through the Book of Common Prayer , we also have a connection with the 
other 60 million plus Anglicans worldwide, who use the same overall form in their worship, while making their worship 
meaningful in their contexts as we do.   
 
What we were exploring last week was a crucial truth:  our faith as Episcopalians/Anglicans is way bigger than the “here 
and now”—stretching as it does around the world and back through time.   
 
Our faith is more than  “here and now,” but it also strongly “here and now.” In this “here” we are living in Cook County, 
where God has put us.  This “now” is 2014,  a time in which we are called to be engaged in both this faith community 
and the larger community. 
 
We decided to celebrate community this Sunday, particularly as it has been personified in Hedstrom Lumber Company 
on this the 100th anniversary.  We celebrate the company, the people—and we draw inspiration from their commit-
ment to the community.   
 
So come prepared to celebrate this Sunday.  But I want us all to consider our calling and commitment to community.  
Ponder what you see about this in the Hedstrom Lumber Company.  But also in the readings for Sunday:   
 

 In our Old Testament passage (Genesis  28: 10-19a), Jacob, stops to rest using a rock as a pillow.  He has a wonderful 
vision, and in the morning says, “Wow!  God was in this place and I didn’t even know it!”  This is true for starting a 
company and in our lives. What vision have you had/do you have for our faith community and the larger community 
in Cook County?  When have you thought, “Wow!  God was in this place and I didn’t even know it!”   

 In our New Testament passage (Romans 8:12-25),  and our gospel passage (Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43) Paul and Jesus 
wax eloquent about the mixture that is our lives—along with a sense of being God’s beloved children, we experi-
ence hard work, waiting, gray areas, groaning, and pain.  They both tell  us  that hope and patience are crucial.  This 
is true for the starting of a company, and in our lives.  How do we live with the light and dark, with hope and pa-
tience in our faith community and the larger community in Cook County?   

 
We’ll use these passages and all of our thoughts as we celebrate on Sunday! 

 
Blessings, Mary Ellen 
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Coming Up! 
 
Thursday, July 17,  6 pm, Centering Prayer at Schmidt’s. 
 
Sunday, July 20th, Community Celebration 10:30; short Bishop’s 
Committee after church.   
 
July 23rd, 4-8, Michael Pipkin, missioner for finance visits with the 
Bishop’s Committee. 
 
Friday, July 25th—Dragonboat paddling practice and parade.   
 
Saturday, July 26th—Dragonboat races.  9:00 and following! 
 
Sunday, July 27th—Dragonboat service, 10:30.   
 
Saturday, Aug. 9th—Regional meeting here in Grand Marais—more 
details to come.   
 
Sunday, August  10—The Canon of Scripture—how were the books 
of the Bible selected?  Mary Ellen. 
 
Sunday, August 17—SOTW at the Care Center. 
 
August 27-29—SOTW women in the Boundary Waters (we have 6 
signed up...let me know if you want to go) 

Paddles UP!! 
 
Please contact Karen to get your 
name on the list to paddle. 
(stonefly5@msn.com)  Our practice 
time is 3:00-4:40 on Friday, July 
25th.  Races begin 9 AM on Satur-
day.  Checks can be mailed to 
SOTW, Box 1115.   

Several requests:   

 We could use some bibles at 
church for our forums.  Do you 
have one sitting around that you 
don’t use?  Or if you’re in a thrift 
shop and see one would you pick it 
up?   

 Continue to bring toiletry items 
for the closet at the High School, 
to put in the box in the back of the 
church.  (And if you have a sug-
gested name for the program, let 
someone know.) 

    

Determined to stay òupright and dry!ó  
July  20 Readings:  

 
Genesis  28: 10-19a 
Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 
See questions on the first page.   

Dragonboat Tent: 
 
Even if you are not paddling, 
we hope you will hang out in 
the tent with us on Dragonboat 
Saturday.  Please speak to Sue 
Sutphin about any needs she 
has for the tent.   

Want to know more?   
If you’d like to read more about the 
beginnings of Anglican Church and 
the Prayer Book , I ordered a book 
called “The Book of Common Prayer: 
A Biography”  by Alan Jacobs, for us 
to circulate.   


