Wilderness Words
Newsletter—
August 20, 2014
www.spiritofthewilderness.org
Box 1115 Grand Marais, 55604
spiritwilderness@boreal.org
Vicar, Mary Ellen Ashcroft
Phone 218 387 1536
Vicar’s Report
Last Sunday we considered the Syrophoenician woman who seemed to help Jesus expand his vision. As we think and
pray about Spirit of the Wilderness, are there areas in which we need to expand ours?
That’s what we’ll be focusing on this Sunday—during church and then after at a brief meeting—11:45-12:15—to lay out
“The State of the Mission.” to consider where we are at—in terms of program, finances, etc.—as we begin to turn a
corner, expectant to see what God has put ahead of us.
These areas include:










Rethinking our ministry as we grow—how do we continue to have strong lay involvement, with people
functioning out of their gifts and passions? This will be part of preparation for my sabbatical.
Training folks so that they can move into new ministry areas.
A stewardship campaign for this next year.
Our need to put SOTW on a more secure financial footing—we have some people who have offered to be
part of this work—I’m calling them the Financial Wizards!
Continued learning opportunities—forums, historical services, small groups, Deepening Roots—perhaps
more movie/book groups?
Outreach possibilities including Ruby’s Pantry and mentoring at the Y.
Ongoing balance of care for those within our walls and those outside—beginning to think toward our next
Entry Points art exhibit, for example.
We need some new people willing to serve on the Bishop’s Committee beginning later this fall.

What am I missing? What are you feeling tugged about? Just as Mariano brought us the Cody’s Closet idea, which has
been blessed and multiplied—what would you want to bring?
My sense is that this meeting will provide an important place for us to stop and see where we’re at, as we offer our
loaves and fishes, and as we “step out of the boat”! One of the biggest challenge to any church is to hold onto what is
good, but to be willing to keep moving and changing—expanding the vision. Because that’s what God is like.
After our meeting on the 24th, we’ll go out to Poplar Lake for a social at Ron and Sue’s.

Blessings, Mary Ellen

Please let me know if you
would like to be part of any
of the following:
 This year’s stewardship
campaign.
 Financial Wizard group to
work on SOTW’s longterm
financial footing.
 Group to work on ministry
visioning and planning.
 Part of a steering committee for Ruby’s Pantry .
 A member of the Bishop’s
Committee.

Pulling together...

August 24 readings:

Coming Up!

Ex. 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12: 1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Sunday, August 24—11:45-12:15 “State of the Mission” meeting. Following, a potluck social at Ron and Sue’s place on
Poplar Lake.

Talk about God exceeding expectations!! See where you see that in
these passages...

August 26-28—women’s canoe trip into the BWCAW.
September 3rd, 2:15-5:00—Tea and presentation by Karen
Halbersleben on some of England’s queens at Naniboujou
Lodge. Sign up with CCHE for this fund raising treat.
Sept. 10th, 6:30—Bishop’s Committee
October 5th—Rescheduled forum—How were the books of
the Bible chosen?
Interested in?????
 A new Deepening Roots
class is starting this fall.
 The Movie Group that met
once and has been on summer vacation?

This Sunday:
Leading—Val
Preaching—Mary Ellen
Presiding—Carolyn
Music—Karen and Layne
Treats??????

Please pray:
For Peter and Joyce Fergus-Moore in
the loss of Peter’s daughter, Charity.
For Jean Probst as she has hip replacement surgery August 12.
For Carol Knox as she continues to
recover from a concussion.

Continue to bring toiletry
items for the closet at the
High School, to put in the box
in the back of the church.
(And if you have a suggested
name for the program, let
someone know.)

